FACTS ABOUT CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE
What is child sexual abuse?

· Any sexual act between an adult and a minor or between two minors when one exerts power over the other.
· Forcing, coercing, or persuading a child to engage in any type of sexual act.  Includes sexual contact, but also includes non-contact acts such as exhibitionism, exposure to pornography, voyeurism and communicating in a sexual manner by phone or Internet.
· An agonizing and traumatic experience for its victims.
· A crime punishable by law.
It is likely that you know a child who has been or is being abused.
· Experts estimate that one in four girls and one in six boys are sexually abused before their eighteenth birthday.
· The median age for reported sexual abuse is nine years old.
· Sexually abused children who keep it a secret or “tell’ and are not believed are at for greater risk than the general population for psychological, emotional, social and physical problems often lasting into adulthood.
It is also likely that you know an abuser.

· 34% of victims are abused by family members.

· 59% of victims are abused by people they family trusts.

· 93% of all victims know their abusers.
